Dear Ms Begum,
Re: Urgent Appeal to Renew Lease for the Attlee Centre 
I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the future of the Attlee Centre, a vital community asset for Tower Hamlets. This beloved adventure playground, youth and community centre is at risk of closure if the lease is not renewed within the next year.
They now have less than 1 year left on the current lease. 
The Attlee Centre plays a crucial role in our community, providing a safe, supervised and inclusive space for children and young people to play, learn, and socialise. It offers a wide range of activities, from crafting to sports, fostering creativity, physical fitness, social and emotional skills. Its services have been in great demand as highlighted in Appendix 1: Attlee Centre Membership & Attendance figures April 2021- April 2025
The Attlee Centre, formerly the Attlee Adventure Playground was the first inclusive adventure playground in Tower Hamlets, built and paid for by the Attlee Foundation in 1980. They have supported thousands of Tower Hamlets children, young people and their families since then. 
Unfortunately, The Attlee Centre is not in the financial position to renew the lease at the current market rate. I, as a concerned resident and beneficiary, am urging you to speak to the Mayor to consider renewing the lease on the current arrangement of a peppercorn rent of £10 a year. This generous gesture would ensure the continued operation of this invaluable community resource and safeguard the well-being of countless young people in Tower Hamlets.
By renewing the lease on a peppercorn rent the Mayor and the council will be:
· Enabling the centre to secure long term funding, stability and continuity of service. As you are keenly aware, most funders require a long term lease for security. 

· Creating a Partnership for Positive Change: The Attlee Centre shares a common goal with the Borough: to support young people and strengthen communities. A renewed lease will allow them to fundraise for essential refurbishments and continue providing the free services that have been vital to so many.

· Supporting and investing in the future of Tower Hamlets youth: The Attlee Centre has been a pillar of the community for over 45 years, fostering unity and inclusion. Renewing the lease ensures that generations to come will continue to benefit from free, safe, and supervised spaces that build confidence and create opportunity for all.

· A part of the history of success and a future of promise: The Attlee Centre has positively impacted thousands of lives. From children playing here in the 1980s, who now bring their own children, to one of our current trustees who is both a beneficiary and a leader—this space is more than just a playground, it's a source of generational growth and community cohesion.
I implore you to support the importance of the Attlee Centre and take swift action to secure its future. Renewing the lease at peppercorn rent will make a significant investment in our community's future.  
With your support, the Attlee Centre can continue to provide vital, free services to the most vulnerable in the community. Without it, Tower Hamlets risks losing one of its most valuable assets—an asset that has been central to positive youth engagement for decades.

Neglecting to renew the Attlee Centre’s lease not only threatens vital community services but also risks the reputation of leadership within Tower Hamlets. The community expects their leaders to prioritise their welfare, and losing this space would send a devastating message.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Full Address or Post Code] 
[Your Contact Information]



Appendix 1: Attlee Centre Membership & Attendance figures April 2021- April 2025

	May-25

	Total members
	672

	Male
	
	376

	Female 
	
	296


		




Members 2025


Male	Female 	
Male	Female 	376	296	

Ethnicity

Afghan	African	Arab	Bangladeshi	Black	Chinese	Eritrean	European	Indian	Mixed heritage	Pakistani	Prefer not to say	Scottish	Somali	White	3	5	16	520	10	4	1	3	6	30	8	53	1	11	1	

Membership and number of visits 
April 2021- April 2025

Members	2021-2022	2022-2023	2023-2024	2024-2025	Apr-25	90	344	536	587	672	Total attendance - number of visits by members	2021-2022	2022-2023	2023-2024	2024-2025	Apr-25	1228	2376	2985	3414	450	
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